EUROPEAN CREDIT TRANSFER AND  ACCUMULATION SYSTEM                          E C T S

INTRODUCTION TO EUROPEAN CREDIT TRANSFER AND  ACCUMULATION SYSTEM E C T S

Travels of Polish students to foreign research centres have already become a fact and building “Europe without Borders” will also enable foreign students to study in Polish universities. For a full development of this form of education it is an essential condition that the period of studies completed abroad and foreign diplomas be fully recognised. It is for this reason that a pilot programme, called “European Credit Transfer System”, has been prepared within the frames of Erasmus. This objective of this is to facilitate improvement of procedures and full recognition of the period of studies completed abroad. The project should also help Polish students in studying in the same faculty at Polish universities introducing ECTS system. “Full recognition of studies” means that period of studies completed abroad or in other Polish university stands for a comparable time of study in the primary university regardless of differences in programme contents. The application of ECTS is grounded on mutual acceptance between cooperating universities and every university chooses partners for cooperation by itself.

The aim of the following compilation is to acquaint academic teachers and students with the essence of studies based on the rules of the ECTS system. It includes information about the focused system and Kujawy and Pomorze University in Bydgoszcz..

I. EUROPEAN CREDIT TRANSFER AND ACCUMULATION SYSTEM

THE EUROPEAN CREDIT TRANSFER AND ACCUMULATION SYSTEM – ECTS was created as a pilot program in the frame of the Socrates-Erasmus Program with the aim of improving procedures and regarding studies abroad. Methods of measuring and comparing student achievements were worked out. What is more, transferring these achievements from one school to another was worked out on the basis of acknowledging complete studies. This means that the period of studies spent abroad (with exams and other forms of assessment) replaces the period of studies at a student’s home country even though the content of the agreed program at the school abroad may be different from the program at the home school.

The main element of ECTS is applying clear, synonymous credit and grades. The ECTS credits are a value between 1 and 60 adapted to particular subjects on the basis of amount of work that a student has to do to have the subjects credited, not only the hour schedule. Hence, enrolling credit to particular subjects is done regarding the type of subject (pedagogical/ non-pedagogical), forms of realization (lecture, practice, laboratory, seminar), the form of credit (examination, credit with a grade) and student work time connected with acquiring recommended materials. The rule was set that credit without a grade does not give the possibility to evaluate students, therefore, does not allow to ascribe credit to a given subject.

The student’s input required in the whole academic year (obligatory to credit a year) equals 60 points (about 30 points per semester). In a three-year program the student is obliged to gather 180 points. Students get points given to a particular subject as a result of subject crediting. The number of points is independent from the grade, which means that it is the same for all students that have had a particular subject credited, without regarding the grades that they earned. The ECTS system enables students to credit subjects from the future years of studies (with the agreement of the subject’s lecturer). The rule is that the credit earned for these subjects are counted in the semester points in which a particular subject is given in the study plan. This solution enables students to be independent and allows them to regulate the intensification of studies at particular years, and even to shorten the time of studies. The home grade scale besides the ECTS credit system evaluates the quality of the student’s work. The ECTS grading scale enables the shifting of grades earned at foreign studies to grades used at the home higher school.

ECTS CREDIT RANGE

	ECTS
	GRADES AT KPSW
	GRADE CRITERIUM

	A
	5,0

bardzo dobry

(excellent
	- EXCELLENT ACHIEVEMENTS THAT ARE BEYOND THE  PROGRAMME ,

- RESULTS ACCEPTING MINOR, SECONDARY MISTAKES



	B
	4,5 or 4+

dobry plus

(very good
	- ACHIEVEMENTS ABOVE AVERAGE LEVEL, WITH SOME MISTAKES



	C
	4,0

dobry

(good
	- ACHIEVEMENTS AGREEING WITH STANDARDS,

- SOLID WORK WITH  VISIBLE MISTAKES



	D
	3,5 or 3+

dostateczny plus

(average)
	- SATISFACTORY ACHIEVEMENTS, BUT WITH A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF

DEFICIENCY

	E
	3,0

dostateczny

(sufficient
	- WORK/ ACHIEVEMENTS THAT FULFIL MINIMUM RECQUIREMENT



	F
	2,0

niedostateczny

(fail
	- CREDIT POSSIBLE AFTER FILLING ELEMENTARY DEFIICIENCIES IN THE

KNOWLEDGE REQUIRED




Apart from the grades introduced in the school regulations, the ECTS grade is given, for instance 5,0A which only has an informative character and does not replace the grade provided by the teacher.

